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In the Claims : 

Amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (original) A method for color management by a retailer comprising the 
steps of: 

choosing an engineered color standard (ECS); 
communicating the ECS to a product vendor; 

having a product produced using the ECS; and 

controlling a product's color quality by comparing the ECS to the 

product. 

2. (original) A method for color management by a retailer comprising the 
steps of: 

choosing an engineered color standard (ECS), the ECS comprising a 
component, the component being reflectance data and a dye specification; 
communicating the ECS to a product vendor; 
having a product produced using the ECS; and 

controlling a color quality of the product by comparing the ECS to the 

product. 

3. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the ECS further comprises a 
component being selected from the group consisting of dyestuff, dye specification, 
dyeing procedures, finishes, finishing procedures, preparation chemicals, 
preparation processes and combinations thereof. 

4. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein choosing an engineered color 
standard further comprises: 

designing a product having a color, 

communicating the color to a provider of engineered color standards, 
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I and 

i 



analyzing the color to obtain the ECS. 



5. (original) The method of claim 4 wherein analyzing the color further 
comprises the step of using computer aided color matching techniques. 

6. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein communicating the ECS to 
the product vendor being selected from the group consisting of: physically sending 

the EGS, electronically sending the ECS, posting the ECS at-a website, and 

combinations thereof. 

7. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein controlling the product's color 
by comparing the ECS to the produced product being selected from the group 
consisting of: visually inspecting, visually inspecting under a single light source, 
visually inspecting under multiple light sources, electronically inspecting, and 
combinations thereof. 

8. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the product 
vendor is a textile vendor selected from the group consisting of: a cut and sew shop, 
a fabric mill, a dye house, or combinations thereof-teeto. 

9. (original) A method for color management by a retailer comprising the 
steps of: 

providing an engineered color standard (ECS), the ECS comprising 
reflectance data, and a dyestuff formula; 

communicating the ECS to a product vendor; 

having a product produced using the ECS; and 

controlling a product's color quality by comparing the ECS to the 

product. 
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1 0. (original) The method of claim 9 wherein the ECS further comprises a 
component being selected from the group consisting pf dyestuff, dyeing procedures, 
finishes, finishing procedures, preparation chemicals, preparation processes and 
combinations thereof. 

11. (original) The method of claim 9 wherein providing an engineered color 
standard further comprises: 

receiving a product having the color from a retailer; 

analyzing the color toobtain the ECS; and : 

communicating the ECS to the retailer. 

12. (original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein analyzing the color 
comprises the step of using computer aided color matching techniques. 

1 3. (original) The method of claim 9 wherein communicating the ECS to 
the product vendor being selected from the group consisting of: physically sending 
the ECS, electronically sending the ECS, posting the ECS at a website, and 
combinations thereof. 

14. (original) The method of claim 9 wherein controlling the product's color 
by comparing the ECS to the produced product being selected from the group 
consisting of: visually inspecting, visually inspecting under a single light source, 
visually inspecting under multiple light sources, electronically inspecting, and 
combinations thereof. 

15. (original) The method of claim 9 wherein the product vendor is a textile 
vendor selected from the group consisting of: a cut and sew shop, a fabric mill, a 
dye house, or combinations of both. 

16. (original) The method of claim 11 wherein communicating the ECS to 
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the retailer being selected from the group consisting of: physically sending the ECS, 
electronically sending the ECS, posting the ECS at a website, and combinations 
thereof. 

1 7. (original) A method for color management comprising the steps of: 
receiving a product having a color from a retailer; 

analyzing the color of the product to obtain an engineered color 
standard (ECS), the ECS comprising reflectance data; and 

communicating the-ECS-to-the-retailer, - ... ... ..—.*. 

18. (original) The method of claim 1 7 wherein the requestor being selected 
from the group consisting of retailers, designers, and combinations thereof, and the 
requestor not being selected from the group of cut and sew shops, fabric mills, dye 
house, and combinations thereof. 

1 9. (original) The method of claim 1 7 wherein the ECS further comprises a 
component being selected from the group consisting of dyestuff, dyeing procedures, 
finishes, finishing procedures, preparation chemicals, preparation processes and 
combinations thereof 

20. (original) The method of claim 1 7 wherein analyzing the color shade 
comprises the step of using computer aided color matching techniques. 

21 . (original) The method of claim 17 wherein communicating the ECS to 
the product vendor being selected from the group consisting of: physically sending 
the ECS, electronically sending the ECS, posting the ECS at a website, and 
combinations thereof. 

22rr (canceled) A swatch - for uso i n a color manag o m e nt process 
compri si ng: a oo l orod cubstrat e ; a backing, the subctrato being affix e d to th e 
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back i ng; roflootanc o data be i ng on tho booking; and a dy e spooifioation being on th e 
— backingT : : ~ 

23t (canceled) Tho swatch of c l aim 22 further comprising a bar codo on 
th o b acking. 

24. (original) "The method of claim 2 wherein the ECS further comprises a 
component being selected from the group consisting of dyestuff, dye specification, 

dyeing procedures, finishes, -finishing procedures r preparation chemicals,. „._ 

preparation processes and combinations thereof- 

25- (original) The method of claim 2 wherein choosing an engineered color 
standard further comprises: 

designing a product having a color, 

communicating the color to a provider of engineered color standards, 

and 

analyzing the color to obtain the ECS. 

26. (original) The method of claim 25 wherein analyzing the color further 
comprises the step of using computer aided color matching techniques. 

27. (original) The method of claim 2 wherein communicating the ECS to 
the product vendor being selected from the group consisting oft physically sending 
the ECS, electronically sending the ECS> posting the ECS at a website, and 
combinations thereof. 

28. (original) The method of claim 2 wherein controlling the product's color 
by comparing the ECS to the produced product being selected from the group 
consisting of: visually inspecting, visually inspecting under a single light source, 
visually Inspecting under multiple light sources, electronically inspecting, and 
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combinations thereof. 

29. (currently amended) The method of claim 2 wherein the product 
vendor is a textile vendor selected from the group consisting of; a cut and sew shop, 
a fabric mill, a dye house, or combinations there of-beth. 
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